INTRODUCTION

fashion exploring the famous Elephanta Caves.    After
this they proceeded to Madras.

In the middle of 1813, Hall was sent by Sir Samuel
to take over charge of the Theban frigate. He was
then in Madras, and received permission, if he pre-
ferred, to make the journey overland.1 Hall, thrilled
at the prospect of seeing India, accepted the offer with
alacrity. He could hardly believe, he tells us,
that within a week, he would be sleeping in the palace
of Tipu Sahib, or scrambling up the blood-stained
breaches of Seringapatam. Travelling by palanquin,
a mode of conveyance now happily obsolete, of which
he gives us a detailed and highly diverting account, he
reached Mysore in the nick of time to witness the great
Hindu festival known as the Dussera, which the
restored line of Hindu rajahs was celebrating with
barbaric splendour. Hall had a unique glimpse into
the life of a native state in "the good old days of John.
Company." The Maharaja received him on a throne
of gold, silver, and ivory, the canopy being set with
gigantic pearls, and surmounted with a gigantic
peacock, apparently composed of diamonds and precious
stones of untold value. His Highness was so weighed
down with jewels that he could hardly stand, and his
enormous golden head-piece gave his head "a slight
list to starboard!" though, as one of the party remarked,
a man might well go with a crick in his neck for life in
return for such ballast 1 At intervals, attendants
popped betel-nut into his mouth, and loaded him with
perfumed garlands. One of the great features of the
festival was a wild-beast fight, in which a tiger, a
buffalo, donkeys with leather bottles full of peas tied
to their tails, and a number of savage hounds partici-
pated. The indescribable din was augmented by
twelve military bands which played simultaneously
different tunes, and the unfortunate tiger was only
1 Ibid, iii, ii, p. 148^.
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